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political, ecclesiastical, social, and economic history of each
county and of London. A. H. A, Hamilton, Quarter Sessions from
Qy,een Elizabeth to Queen Anne, 1878, is a good introduction to its
subject. The quarter-sessions records for a number of counties
have been published, sometimes as a calendar, sometimes as a
series of extracts. Among the best of such sources for the early
Stuarts are: Hertfordshire County Records. Calendar to the Sessions
Books, 1619 to 7657, by William Le Hardy; Middlesex County
Records, vols. ii-iii, by John Cordy Jeaffreson, c. 1887-8; County
of Middlesex. Calendar of the Sessions Records, New Series. Vol. L
1612-1614, by William Le Hardy, 1935; Quarter Sessions Records
of the County of Northampton, by Joan Wake, 1924; Nottingham
County Records. Notes and Extracts from the Nottingham County
Records of the ijth Century., by H. Hampton Copnall, 1915;
Quarter Sessions Records for the County of Somerset* by E. H, Bates
Harbin, 3 vols., 1907-12; and Worcestershire County Records.
Calendar of the Quarter Sessions Papers. VoL L 1391-16431 by
J, W. Willis Bund, 1900. These records are invaluable, not
only for their illustrations of local government, but also as
throwing much light upon the daily habits of people who left
virtually no literary remains.
ECCLESIASTICAL
There is no comprehensive ecclesiastical history for this period*
In default of one, John Stoughton, History of Religion in England,
8 vols., 1881, may be used. Volumes v and vi in A History of
the English Church deal with the period from the high-Anglican
standpoint. The earlier volume, by W. H. Frcrc, 1904, is
scholarly within rather narrow limits* The other, by W, H.
Hutton, 1910, is marred by a failure to appreciate the moral
strength of puritanism, A valuable work is Roland G. Usher,
The Reconstruction of the English Church* % vols., 1910, which is in
the main an account of Bancroft's archiepiscopatc. There is no
adequate biography of Archbishop Laud, but lectures on Arch*
bishop Laud, ed, by W, E* Collins, 1895, is useful Recourse
should be had to Peter Hcylyn, Cyprianus Anglicus^ 1668, and
to The Works of William Laud, 7 vols., 1847-60. A life of Laud's
rival, John Williams, called Scrinia Reserata> by John Hacket,
1693, is still worth reading in spite of its prolixity. For the
later period W, A. Shaw, A History of the English Church, 1640-
*66o> a vols,, 1900, is fully documented.